SLT Worship - Spring Term 2026  Faith ‘Faith can move mountains’ Matthew 17:20

	
	Theme/Outline
	Y1 and Y2
1-1.15
Small Hall
	Y3 and Y4
9-9.20
Small Hall
	Y5 and Y6
8:50 – 9:10
Large Hall
	Class 
Worship

	5/1 

	The Epiphany Matthew 2: 1-12
Epiphany  - what can we offer?
	SG
	SG
	CB
	CB

	12/1
 
	Baptism of the Lord 
Matthew 3: 13-17
	CB
	CB
	SG
	SG

	19/1
 
	People of Faith- Joshua
Joshua 1:1-9
	SG
	SG
	CB
	CB

	26/1 

	People of Faith – Ruth
Ruth – the loyal friend, supporting those who need it most
Ruth chapter 1 and 2
	CB
	CB
	SG
	SG

	2/2 

	People of Faith- Hannah and Samuel
Keep on praying – have faith in God, Hannah’s story 
1 Samuel 1
	SG
	SG
	CB
	CB

	9/2 
British Value:
Democracy
	Ash Wednesday 
Making a difference in the world (link back to those we learned about in Black history month)
Community Stars- what can you do for your community?
	CB
	CB
	SG
	SG

	
Half Term


	23/2 
	Lent- Take up rather than give up
Lent – remembering Jesus’ temptation Luke 4:1-12   
	SG
	SG
	CB
	CB

	2/3 

	Courageous Advocacy- link to St Mary’s parish 
Re-visit events in the life of Jesus leading up to the Easter journey.  These weeks explore ideas of Incarnation, Gospel and Salvation (this concept is then picked up in the events of Holy Week and Easter).
	CB
	CB
	SG
	SG

	9/3 
	Values Awards/ Ambassadors
Jesus is amazed- Luke 7:1-10
	SG
	SG
	CB
	CB

	16/3 

	Holy Week/Prayer spaces
Palm Sunday-Mark 11:1-11
Easter: The Last Supper-Matthew 26:26-29
	CB
	CB
	SG
	SG

	23/3

	Easter Services/Prayer spaces
Monday: Easter: The Trial- Matthew 27:11-26
Tuesday: Easter: The Cross- Matthew 27:45-61
Wednesday: Class Worship: : The Empty Tomb-John 20:1-18
	ALL
	ALL
	ALL
	CB





	
School Worship Songs Spring 26




	Key Stage 1/EYFS
	Lower Key Stage 2 (Year 3 & 4)
	Upper Key Stage 2 (Year 5 & 6)

	He’s got the Whole World  in his hands - https://www.singup.org/song-bank/song/112-he
Faith as small as a mustard seed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xECxevPcRBs 
Give me Oil in my Lamp - https://www.bbc.com/teach/school-radio/primary-school-songs-give-me-oil-in-my-lamp/zk9qwty 
In the Easter Garden - https://www.singup.org/song-bank/song/1145-in-the-easter-garden/ 
	Faith as small as a mustard seed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xECxevPcRBs 
Butterfly - https://www.singup.org/song-bank/song/336-butterfly 
New Life Has Begun - New life has begun | Sing Up
Life is a Wonderful Thing (WOS Easter)
Jerusalem - Jerusalem | Sing Up
Lord of the Dance - https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/primary-school-songs-lord-of-the-dance/zd89jfr
Wonder - Wonder | Sing Up

	Faith as small as a mustard seed https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xECxevPcRBs 
New Life Has Begun - New life has begun | Sing Up
Here I Am Lord - Youtube
Here he Stands - Here he stands | Sing Up
Something Inside so Strong - Something inside (so strong) | Sing Up
Born to be Wild - Born to be wild | Sing Up
Easter Jubilation - WOS

























Planning 
	
	Theme/Outline

	5/1 

	The Epiphany Matthew 2: 1-12
THE WISE MEN OFFER WORSHIP Matthew 2 v 1-12
I wonder if you have ever received an invitation or sent one.  
Look at a range of invitations – wedding, birthday, supermarket double points, join a gym etc.  
Use a star shape – say that there is an invitation on the back – I wonder who this is for/what this invitation says.  This star in the sky was an important invitation and, although everyone could see it, only the Wise Men realised what it meant.   They accepted the invitation of the star even though it meant a very long journey.  The invitation of the star was to come and worship Jesus, the gift of God to the world. 
 
Different ways of telling the story – both reflect that the visit was probably up to 2 years after Jesus was born (not in the stable with the shepherds!)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eQGPyLA7gcQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=22SMUUMsx0o&t=5s
Alternatively use an appropriate Bible version with images

I wonder how we are invited to worship in school.  In doing so, we are responding to the same invitation as was sent to the Wise Men so long ago to bring our gifts of worship.  

We will think more about the actual gifts of the Wise Men later in the week.

You could make a display of a treasure box in a common area and invite pupils to add their gift to Jesus to this display as a prayer  – focus on gifts that do not cost anything (their gifts, talents, time etc)

Look at some pictures of the wise men as painted by great artists. 
Search ‘Adoration of the Magi’ and the National Gallery website
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/podcast/podcasts/the-national-gallery-podcast-episode-86
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/sandro-botticelli-the-adoration-of-the-kings
https://www.nationalgallery.org.uk/paintings/gerard-david-adoration-of-the-kings

Ask pupils:
I wonder what you can see in this picture.
I wonder what you like about this picture.
I wonder why the Wise Men are wearing crowns. (if they are)
I wonder why artists show the Wise Men visiting the stable when it would have taken them many months to reach their destination.
I wonder who is the most important person in this picture. 

THE IMPORTANCE OF A GIFT 
Matthew 2 v 11
I wonder what gifts you gave for Christmas.  I wonder if your choice was because the person would like those gifts or because they would suit the person giving them.  

You might want to unwrap some things that represent gold, frankincense and myrrh. The Wise Men chose gifts for Jesus that suited him and which told the world what sort of person he was going to be – a new sort of King (gold), a new sort of Priest (frankincense) and someone who would have a new sort of death (myrrh). You might want to focus on particular gifts here depending on the age of the pupils.  
 
Find images of the gifts or the real thing.

Dear God, the Wise Men knew that Jesus was special. Help us to remember that we can make Jesus special in our lives, too. Amen 

I wonder what gifts we are going to offer and share with others in school today?


	12/1
 
	Baptism of the Lord 
Matthew 3: 13-17
Mark 1:1-11
Remember we are thinking about Epiphany and the clues which showed the world how special Jesus was.  
John was Jesus’ older cousin and the Bible tells us that he had also been given an important job by God.  He was busy preaching to people about how they should give up their sinful ways of living and follow God.  When people accepted what John was saying,  and wanted to change the way they lived their lives, John would baptise them by dipping them in the Jordan River.  This was how he got his nickname ‘John the Baptist’. But John himself knew that he was not the Messiah.  He knew that a very special person indeed was going to be sent by God and that this man would arrive soon….. but he did not know who it was going to be.  John had been given a clue by God.  He had been told that when the person arrived he would see with his own eyes God’s Spirit come down on the man.  John was sure he would recognise it when it happened.  
Then one day Jesus arrived at the River Jordan where John was preaching and baptising.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JZ5jm5Ix5bY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DUrzll0aQCY
or use an appropriate version of the story

[image: The Jordan River: A River of Hope and Promise - Immanuel Tours]

I wonder how this episode showed that Jesus was the person sent by God?  I wonder what this might have shown other people about what Jesus was going to do with his life?  
I wonder how we can follow Jesus’ example of listening to God and doing what God wants for us?



	19/1
 
	People of Faith- Joshua
Joshua 1:1-9
I wonder what faith means to you. I wonder whom you faith and why. Demonstrate what faith might look like in school.

Moses led the Israelites slavery from Egypt, they wandered around in the desert waiting to enter into the land that God had promised them for 40 years.
This video clips sets the story of Joshua in context. The story for today looks at how Joshua became the leader of the Israelites. Joshua 1:1-9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wUKWt46vubo 

Check understanding of the story as there is a lot in the clip.  Alternatively tell the story yourself using an appropriate version, focussing on how Moses and Joshua had faith in God even when things seemed too difficult.

I wonder if you think it was easy for Moses and Joshua to keep faith in God, even after wandering in the desert for 40 years? 

It can be hard to have faith in God, but I wonder if there is anything we might want to put our faith in God for 

Strength! Courage! Don’t be timid; don’t get discouraged. God, your God, is with you every step you take. Joshua 1:9

Joshua leads the Israelites into the promised land. 
Joshua chapters 3 and 4

[bookmark: _GoBack]I wonder what it feels like to you, to have faith, to believe in something.

Joshua kept on listening to and have faith in God. 
This video clip tells the story of how, with God’s help, the Israelites crossed the Jordon River
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j5ifLZS0TTI  up to 2 mins 30 secs

I wonder how Joshua felt when he arrived at the River Jordan
I wonder how the people felt when they saw the river?
I wonder how they felt when they stood in the dry river
I wonder why Joshua asked the people to take the stones and build an altar- what can we remember from the autumn term?

Share Joshua 1:9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go
God kept saying to Joshua that he must be brave and not worry because God would be with him wherever he goes. 

Did you know … It says in the Bible 365 times ‘Do not worry’. That’s one for every day of the year! 
I wonder how this promise makes you feel? ‘God would be with him wherever he goes.’

Class worship Sing or listen to Giants of Faith by Pete James https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2aM5DViPkqc   Who are your giants of Faith? 

	26/1 

	People of faith – Ruth. Ruth – the loyal friend-Ruth chapter 1
I wonder what does the word loyal means. I wonder if you can think of anyone who is loyal. (Think, pair, share) 
I wonder if you are a loyal friend.

This week we are going to be learning about a lady called Ruth. Her story is told in the book of Ruth. Show where this is in the Bible. 

Retell or act out the story of Ruth and Naomi when they travel from Moab to Bethlehem, found in Ruth chapter 1. (Be aware the story speaks of Ruth and Naomi both being widowed) 

16 But Ruth said, “Don’t ask me to leave you! Don’t beg me not to follow you! Every place you go, I will go. Every place you live, I will live. Your people will be my people. Your God will be my God. 17 And where you die, I will die. And there I will be buried. I ask the Lord to punish me terribly if I do not keep this promise: Only death will separate us.” Ruth 1: 16-17

I wonder why Ruth chose to stay with Naomi rather than going home to her own people.  I wonder how Ruth was a loyal friend to Naomi?  I wonder what this story might teach us about Ruth and her belief in God? 

I wonder if you are a loyal friend like Ruth? I wonder what you could do to be more loyal to your friends? 
Ruth’s words to Naomi put to music in two different ways:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4QnT323Gahg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cfcROjHczLg

Class Worship: Supporting those who need it most- Ruth chapter 2

I wonder what you do to support your friends? I wonder if you would you go the extra mile for them.

I wonder what happens next to Ruth and Naomi? They have arrived back in Bethlehem without any money or anyone to care for them. 

Retell the story from Ruth Chapter 2.
To make sure they had food to eat, Ruth went to work in the field collecting all the grain that was left over after harvest, this was really hard work. Boaz showed compassion to Ruth and asked his workers to leave extra grain for Naomi. 

I wonder why Boaz did this. I wonder if he had to do this.  I wonder if he did the right thing. I wonder what you would have done in this situation. 

11 Boaz answered her, “I know about all the help you have given to Naomi, your mother-in-law.  You left your father and mother and your own country. You came to this nation where you did not know anyone. 12 The Lord will reward you for all you have done. You will be paid in full by the Lord, the God of Israel. You have come to him as a little bird finds shelter under the wings of its mother.” Ruth 2 11-13

Sometimes we don’t know the impact of our kindness or kind words, but Ruth said that the kind words which Boaz said to her gave her hope. Ruth had been through a really tough time, but through Boaz’s love and compassion she felt she had hope. 
I wonder who you could help and support and bring hope to today?

Collective worship: Ruth – a woman of faith
Ruth 1-4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pyr3AyI7zVY is a summary of this week’s story of faith

Last week we looked at the book of Joshua – the story is really ‘big’ and dramatic with lots of people, the Jordan River parting and the walls of Jericho falling. In comparison the book of Ruth seems very ‘small’, about a widow and her daughter-in-law. 

I wonder why Ruth’s story is important.  Think, pair, share 
I wonder what we might learn from the story of Ruth.

Focus on friendship
I wonder if you are a loyal friend.
I wonder how you would go the extra mile for someone you care for.
I wonder how we could support those who need our help? 
I wonder if I show enough compassion and kindness to others through my words and actions 


	2/2 

	People of Faith- Hannah and Samuel 1 Samuel 1
Keep on praying – have faith in God Hannah’s story 

I wonder in what ways Joshua and Ruth were people of faith. 
This week we are going to be learning about Hannah and Samuel – 
Share where the story of Samuel can be found in the Bible.
Today we are going to meet Hannah. She had a great faith in God and spent a long time praying that God would give her a baby.

Share Hannah’s story from an appropriate Bible or watch:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hVBZO4YEtbg

Think, pair, share…
I wonder how Hannah felt when she was praying in the temple for a baby. 
I wonder how Hannah felt when God answered her prayers.
Sometimes we have to wait for God’s timing as he tells his people his timings are best. This can be hard especially if you have to wait for a long time. 

I wonder how Hannah was a person of faith.  I wonder how her faith helped her to get through difficult times. 

Christians believe that it is important to pray and wait to see how God will answer their prayers.  They believe that God will do this as part of his bigger plan for his people.

The words of this Christian song express the hope that Christians have as they with upon God
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f2us61f-4Ak

Samuel had to listen carefully to God as God had a special message he wanted him to share with Eli. As Samuel grew up, God continued to speak through him and all of Israel listened to him. 

I wonder if you find it easy to listen to important messages given to you 
I wonder how you can be more like Samuel and listen really carefully to the right voices.
Listening to God in the silence
Psalm 46:10

Listen to Be still for the presence of the Lord
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZugvUQ4m90U 

Have the word LISTEN one letter per page. Ask the children to move the letters around to form a new word, SILENT.
I wonder how we can listen if we are not silent.
I wonder if silence is helpful for you.
Hannah prayed silently to God. She prayed in her heart. Samuel heard the voice of God when he was silently asleep. 

God speaks in the silence of the heart. Listening is the beginning of prayer. 
Mother Theresa
I wonder what you think that this means
I wonder whether you agree with this statement

Have a time of stillness, silent reflection and prayer. Allow the children time to think about things that might want God to help them with, like Hannah did. 
With younger children it can help to have some images to focus on such as a candle flame or water.

You might like to listen to Be still my heart and know by Hillsong

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4zcHHp0GTuc

or Be still and know that I am God

[image: Big Start: Songs For Collective Worship]https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AyDr9-Mpc_s  


Collective worship: Being a giant of faith Hebrews 11:1 Matthew 17:20-21

I wonder what it means to be a giant of faith.  I wonder what it means to have faith.
The song ‘Giant of Faith’ talks about people in the Old Testament being ‘giants of faith’ – I wonder what you think this means.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2aM5DViPkqc  

I wonder how Joshua, Ruth, Hannah and Samuel were giants of faith. 
I wonder if you have learned something new about faith over the past few weeks. I wonder how you might be a giant of faith. I wonder if God could help you to be strong when you face challenges. 


	9/2 
	Ash Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday I John 1:9 Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent. Traditionally at the ‘ashing’ service, Christians say sorry and may be marked with an ash cross (possibly ashes of last year’s Palm Crosses) on their foreheads to symbolise repentance.  This means showing how sorry you are for what you have done wrong and, for Christians, turning around, back to God’s ways. Ashes in the bible symbolise mourning and saying sorry, as in Daniel 9:3 If you are not using ashes, use images to help pupils understand what happens and what this symbolises for Christians who do this eg 
https://www.churchtimes.co.uk/articles/2021/19-february/news/uk/c-ofe-goes-online-for-ash-wednesday

[image: See the source image]Class Worship: Making a difference in the world (link back to those we learned about in Black history month)
People whose faith in God have helped to change the world today. Use this book and the other books outside
 my office. Add in the little people big dreams books and other picture books.Classes can pick one to share together:
Being generous George Cadbury Romans 12:11-13
(Page 13- 20)
I wonder how George Cadbury used his faith to change the world.  I wonder what was mor important to him - producing chocolate or following the example of Jesus and take care of those who needed the most help?
I wonder what difference George made to those who worked for him. https://yourstory.com/2016/09/story-of-george-cadbury 

Being a peacemaker Martin Luther King Jr Romans 12:17-18(page 71-76)
This assembly outline can support the teaching and understanding of this story. https://www.assemblies.org.uk/pri/3009/the-life-of-martin-luther-king I wonder how Martin Luther King helped to change the world.  I wonder how this faith helped him. I wonder how Martin Luther King followed the example Jesus set in this Bible verse.
 ‘If someone does wrong to you, do not pay him back by doing wrong to him. Try to do what everyone thinks is right. 18 Do your best to live in peace with everyone.’Romans 12: 17-18
I wonder what you might learn from the example of Martin Luther King Jr.  I wonder how you try to live in peace with everyone?

Seeing a need – and doing something about it! Cecil Jackson – Cole I John 3:17 (page 85-91)
You may not have heard of Cecil Jackson – Cole, but he was the man who started Oxfam charity shops – I wonder what we can learn from his story. I wonder what stories or examples from the life of Jesus might have made Cecil think about what he should do with his life. I wonder how this Bible verse might have inspired him. ‘If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.’  1 John 3:17





	23/2 
	Lent
Lent – remembering Jesus’ temptation Luke 4:1-12   This week we start Lent, a time when Christians remember Jesus spending 40 days in the desert, fasting and praying. As they prepare for Easter. ‘There is a time for everything’ (Ecclesiastes 3v1). I wonder why, after Jesus is baptised, Jesus is sent into the desert to be tempted. I wonder how this might have been a part of God’s plan. I wonder if you have ever been ‘tempted’ to do something. I wonder how easy it is to do the right thing. 
Look at Luke 4:1-12 together https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afzoWMTkKHY

https://www.freebibleimages.org/illust rations/jesus-tempted/
I wonder how Jesus found the answers and the strength he needed. I wonder what kind of teacher and leader Jesus is showing he was going to be.  Unlike the Israelites who spent 40 years in the Sinai desert (Deuteronomy 8:2-3), Jesus resisted temptation to follow God’s commands.  I wonder what we can learn about the times when we are tempted. 
Dear God, Help us to be strong when we are tempted and show us the right things to do.  Amen

Class worship: What might our Lent look like? Luke 9:23 Play some quiet music and have images of desert and/or similar empty space. I wonder how having quiet space can help us in our lives.  Jesus frequently took time out when he was busy, to pray and to consider his mission/next life choices.  I wonder if life ever feels hard and a bit empty, a bit like a desert.  I wonder how our school and local community help us to feel that, however we are feeling, we are not alone in an empty and difficult place. I wonder what we gain from being part of a community and also what we bring to that community to help anyone ‘in the desert’. I wonder how the Bible verse can help us to see how we can share in Christ’s journey through Lent and to the cross of Easter.

	2/3 

	Courageous Advocacy- link to St Mary’s parish are they collecting supporting any charity at Easter?

THE BEST ADVICE (MARY) John 2:1-11
I wonder what is the best advice that you have ever heard.  I wonder what is the best advice you have ever given. 

I wonder who you trust to give you the best advice.

For Jesus, his mum was there to give him advice early in his ministry, when he first started to show people that he was there to teach them about who God is and what God is like.

Use an appropriate version of the story or use a clip eg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OilBJ5-GVE0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s_Cbk4i37HM

Jesus and Mary, his mother, attended a wedding, in Cana and when the wine ran out, she gave the servants advice to do as Jesus told them to do and the water was changed into wine so that the celebration could continue.

Good advice which we can trust often gives us the confidence to work well with others and get the best out of each other. I wonder how you will advise well today.


Class Worship:
We might not always think of ‘co-operation’ as the first thing that matters when we think of our relationships with those who care for us. But I wonder if there are ways that you co-operate with your family members day by day. I wonder if these are things that then help the whole of your family because it helps for there to be ‘give and take’, sharing and believing in one another, trusting each other to help and do our best.
 

Think about the friends and family who love and support you. They are your team! Write a list of your team and add a drawing. Say one thing about the way that each person has loved, supported and cheered you on. If you want to, you can thank God for them too.


	9/3 
	Values Awards/ Ambassadors
Jesus is like us, we are like Jesus.
JESUS IS AMAZED: Luke 7:1-10
As we look ahead to the journey toward Jerusalem and the events of Easter, this is a week to look back and remember Incarnation (Jesus, God as man) and Gospel (the good news that Jesus brings) and linking to Salvation (the ‘Easter’ concept).
Remember to be sensitive to the needs of individuals in exploring feelings and emotions and provide support if needed.

Use a clip or tell the story of the centurion who came to Jesus
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iQdhT0WXoLw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=97a0fLC4S-0
 (up to 2 mins 40 secs)
I wonder why Jesus is amazed at the centurion’s faith. I wonder what you have experienced recently that has made you say ‘Wow!’. I wonder why Jesus was so surprised in this story. If Jesus could be surprised by people, I wonder what this might teach us.
I wonder if you have any questions to ask. I wonder if you have learned anything about yourself.  I wonder if this story helps you to understand and accept the amazement that you feel.

Jesus recognises the power of the centurion’s faith – this is a song about how a little faith can do great things:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HPylxzfN-Oo
 (with actions)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xECxevPcRBs
 (words only)

JESUS FEELS COMPASSION: Luke 9:10-17
Explore this story in which Jesus feels and shows compassion
https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/feeding-5000/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYmJzAo9KbY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UyXP-kQfooU

I wonder why, when Jesus saw the needs of the people, the Bible says that he had compassion on them. He performed a miracle and fed them with 5 loaves & 2 fish because they were hungry. I wonder what difference you think it makes to Christians to know that Jesus showed compassion when he saw that the people who had followed him into the hills were hungry and needed food. 
I wonder if you have learned anything about yourself. I wonder if this story helps you to understand and accept the compassion that you feel.  I wonder when you have felt compassion for the suffering of others.

Class Worship:
JESUS IS ANGRY
John 2:13-22
Tell or show the story:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WL0VY5FD6wA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boNIL1owRAI

Note that Jesus does not hurt or harm anyone in this episode – but he displays anger at things that he sees as dishonouring to God, his father.

I wonder what emotion you think Jesus is showing here. I wonder if it surprises you to know that Jesus could be angry. I wonder what you think made Jesus feel this way. I wonder if you think that Jesus was right to do what he did. [He said that the Temple was a place for prayer, not selling things. The sellers were also stopping people from coming into the Temple to pray.] I wonder if being angry can sometimes be a good thing. I wonder how we might learn from Jesus’ example here. I wonder why it is important to be allowed to express anger – but not to act in a way that hurts others.
I wonder if you have any questions to ask. I wonder if you have learned anything about yourself.  I wonder if this story helps you to understand and accept the anger that you feel.

Here is a prayer for when we experience anger about a situation: Serenity prayer

Class Worship: Jesus is amazed, compassionate, and angry. Praying about our feelings
Ephesians 6:18 SHARING our emotions Romans 12:15
‘Pray with all kinds of prayers, and ask for everything you need’.
Christians would say that Jesus feeling amazed, compassionate and angry gives them permission to feel these things as they experience the world as it is around them.  This means that, no matter what, they can bring all the confusion, hurt and pain – as well as joy and wonder – that they feel to Jesus, believing that he understands. 
I wonder when we have felt amazed or compassionate  or angry.  Children and grown ups feel different emotions many times – sometimes they happen in the same day as different things happen.  It is important to talk about them with someone that you trust who can help you to deal with how you are feeling in ways that are safe and support you.

The Bible tells us that Jesus felt these emotions and so he understands when we feel them too.
Spend some time in quiet, bringing all your emotions – the more difficult ones as well as the easier ones – before God, or holding them in your heart if you prefer. Think about the people around you who support you when you need them and give thanks for them. 

Use your hands to express this response – 
When I am angry [close fists tightly]….. Thank you God, that you understand me [open hands out and up] 
When I am sad [use fingers to draw tears on your face]…. Thank you God, that you understand me [open hands out and up] 
When I am worried or afraid [hide behind your hands]… Thank you God, that you understand me [open hands out and up] 
When I am amazed [clap hands]…. Thank you God, that you understand me [open hands out and up] AMEN

Alternatively, use a container in which pupils can put their written or drawn emotions as a prayer or reflection.

Dear God, Be with us when we experience the same emotions that we see in Jesus, when we feel amazement, compassion or anger.  May we grow through them with you alongside us.  AMEN


	16/3 
British Value:
Democracy
	Holy Week
Prayer spaces Add the 6 paintings as a prayer space for children with prompt questions 
PALM SUNDAY
Mark 11:1-11
Find out what happened on Palm Sunday.  Here are some clips
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lQfHfOOvBuM(up to 1 min 45 secs

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F7r2jaciG0g (up to 1 min 54 secs)
Alternatively use an appropriate Bible version – here are images to bring the story to life
https://www.freebibleimages.org/illustrations/ls-palm-sunday

I wonder what this story tells you about who Jesus is and what Jesus is like?  I wonder why people found palm branches and shouted ‘Hosanna’. Perhaps this clip will help you to think about this in relation to fairly recent events especially the procession and cheering crowds.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/65508301

I wonder what makes you clap and cheer.

EASTER: THE LAST SUPPER
Matthew 26:26-29
The images to accompany the Easter journey in six episodes are at: 
https://www.imaginor.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/JiELarge-pictures.pdf

Alternatively search for other appropriate images or use a Children’s Bible for each of the days of this Easter journey eg
https://www.freebibleimages.org/

Look at The Last Supper by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image
Reflection: The Last Supper, by the artist Nebiyu Assefa. I wonder what the disciples are thinking as he offers them the bread and the wine.  I wonder why the disciples look puzzled and confused.

The Story: Jesus knew that the end of his time on earth was drawing closer. He wanted to share the special Passover meal with his disciples. As they ate together, Jesus did something unexpected. He took some bread and gave it to his friends saying “Take and eat; this is my body”. Then he took a cup and offered it round. “Drink from it, all of you. This is my blood which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this to remember me.” 

Thank you for giving us signs and symbols to help us remember who you are and what you have done for us. As we travel through the Easter journey together, give us a fresh understanding of your teaching and your love for us.  AMEN

Class Worship: 
EASTER: THE GARDEN
Matthew 26:36-46
Look at The Garden by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image

The Story: After eating supper together, Jesus and his disciples went to a place called Gethsemane where there was a garden. He asked three of his friends, Peter, James and John, to go further into the garden with him and to stay awake and keep watch while he prayed. Jesus was deeply troubled about what he knew would soon happen to him. Three times he went back to find his friends, but three times he found that they had fallen asleep. 

Reflection: I wonder why the artist, Nebiyu, has used particular colours in his painting The Garden.  I wonder how these colours help us to understand the feeling of those in the picture.  I wonder how the colours make you feel.  

In the garden of Gethsemane your friends let you down and you felt frightened as you faced the future alone. We pray today for anyone who is lonely and afraid; help them to know that you are with them and that you love them very much. AMEN

EASTER: THE LIE
Matthew 26:69-75
Look at The Lie by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image

I wonder what puzzles or strikes you about this image.  Discuss this with someone and see what they might be thinking.
The Story: The darkness and peace of the garden where Jesus had been praying was suddenly shattered. An angry crowd carrying torches and armed with clubs and swords had come to arrest him and take him to the house of the high priest. The disciples who were with Jesus were terrified and fled, but Peter followed the crowd at a safe distance. When they all arrived at the place where the high priest lived, Peter waited outside in the courtyard. He sat warming himself by the fire, trying not to be noticed. But then people began to recognise him. They pointed at Peter. “Weren’t you a friend of Jesus?” they asked. Once, twice and then a third time Peter angrily denied even knowing Jesus! This was the moment that the cock began to crow and words that Jesus had spoken to him just hours earlier rang in his ears, “Before the cock crows Peter, you will disown me three times”. 

Reflection: I wonder if you can identify Peter in the painting. I wonder how Peter’s hands tell us about what he might be saying.  I wonder if we sometimes need to forgive or be forgiven.

Sometimes we are confident and brave but other times we get scared or embarrassed. We do not always stand up for what we know is right and we let you down. We are really sorry and ask you to forgive us, just as you forgave Peter.   AMEN
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	Thursday Easter Service /Prayer spaces
Monday:
EASTER: THE TRIAL
Matthew 27:11-26
Look at The Trial by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image

The Story: Even though there was no reason to find Jesus guilty, the chief priests and elders of the people decided that he must be put to death. They took Jesus to Pilate, the Roman Governor for the region, to be condemned, but Pilate could not find him guilty of any crime. The chief priests and elders insisted, “We have a law” they told Pilate, “Jesus must die because he has claimed to be the Son of God.” Pilate was worried about this. He took a bowl of water and washed his hands to show that he would take no further responsibility for what happened to Jesus and he handed him over to be crucified. 
Reflection: I wonder what you think about when you see Jesus’ hands are bound. He is a prisoner even though he has done nothing wrong.  I wonder how it might feel to be unjustly accused and treated as a criminal. 

EASTER: THE CROSS
Matthew 27:45-61
Look at The Cross by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image

The Story: Even though he was guilty of no crime, Jesus was hung on a cruel cross by his enemies. At the moment that he died the sun became dark, the earth shook violently and rocks all around, split apart. The centurion and those with him who were keeping watch, were terrified. They knew for certain now that they had witnessed before their own eyes, the death of the Son of God. As evening approached a man called Joseph from Arimathea, a follower of Jesus, went to Pilate and asked if he could take Jesus’ body away and put him in a tomb nearby, which was cut out of the rock. Pilate gave his permission. Joseph of Arimathea wrapped Jesus carefully in linen, laid him in the tomb and rolled a huge stone across the entrance. 

Reflection: The eyes in Nebiyu’s paintings are often what we notice first. The only time that Jesus’ eyes are shown closed is in this picture. He has died. The sun has stopped shining. The world is a dark place. There are 6 other characters in this picture. I wonder if you can choose some of them and draw a thought bubble for each of them.  


Thank you that on the very first Good Friday, you stretched out your arms on the cross and embraced the whole world in love.  AMEN

Class Worship:
EASTER: THE EMPTY TOMB
John 20:1-18
Look at The Empty Tomb by Nebiyu Assefa or a similar image
The Story: On the third day after Jesus had been crucified and whilst it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the garden tomb where Jesus had been laid. As she drew nearer, she noticed, with alarm, that the huge stone that had been in front of the entrance had been rolled away! Bewildered, Mary raced back to the disciples who immediately returned with her to see for themselves. It was true, the tomb was empty and Jesus’ body was no longer there! Shocked and confused but realising there was nothing to be done, the men went home again but Mary stayed. She had never felt more alone and she wept bitterly. Bending over once more, Mary looked into the cave. To her amazement, she saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus’ body had been. “Why are you crying?” they asked. “They have taken my Lord away” she said “and I don’t know where they have put him.” At this moment Mary turned and saw Jesus standing there. At first she did not recognise him but then he spoke her name, “Mary”. Her face lit up, her tears turned to joy and her heart was ready to burst. She had seen him with her own eyes, Jesus was alive! 

Reflection: I wonder why Mary did not recognise Jesus. I wonder what you notice about Jesus’ hands and feet in this picture. I wonder why it was important for Mary to see these. 
We celebrate that you rose again on Easter Day! Let your light shine into every corner of our world and may your love live in our hearts now and forever.  AMEN
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