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Some ideas to help children learn their times tables: 

Method 1. ‘Back of the door’ 
You won’t thank me for this! 
If a few of unknown facts to be learnt are written on large sheets of card or paper and stuck around the 

bedroom/house in full view for a couple of days or a week this really helps.  On the ceiling above the bed is great but 

not very practical.  On the inside of the bedroom door is good as it can be seen on waking – what a way to start your 
day – but it works. 

This method works just as well for pupils learning facts for A Level Physics or Chemistry. 

 

 

Method 2 ‘Tell the relatives’ 
This will drive you mad but it works! 
The child writes down a fact, or facts, that have to be learnt and then when they meet with you, their sister, their 

auntie……….they say - 

‘Did you know that 13 x 13 = 169 and 14 x 14 = 196 and that they both have the same digits in them? 

This method also works by talking to the dog, the mirror, the door, the sink etc! 

 

Method 3 ‘By rote’ 

Three threes are nine. 

Four threes are twelve. 

Five threes are fifteen. 

The important thing here is that when posed with the question. ‘What are seven threes they do not go back to once 

three is three, two threes are … 

 



 

 

Method 4 ‘CD and YouTube’ 

There are lots of table CDs on the market that you can all ‘enjoy’ listening to on your car journeys!  They work for 
some children. 
There are also many times table songs on YouTube! 

 
 

 
 

Method 5 ‘Journey around the house’ 

As used on TV.  You will hate me for this one but it works. 
They write one fact (or spelling) on paper or card and stick it up in a strategic place in each room in the house. 

They then walk round the house looking and remembering these facts in order. 

They close their eyes and try to see the words or facts as written. 

Example: 3 x 3 = 9 placed on the wardrobe door of the bedroom, 4 x 4 = 16 is placed on display in the bathroom, 5 x 5 

= 25 is placed on the landing, 6 x 6= 36  is displayed on the inside of the front door, 7 x 7 = 49 is displayed on the 

front of the fridge … 

The child sits down quietly, closes their eyes and imagines walking the journey from their bedroom to bathroom to 

the landing, to the front door……..reading the facts as they go. 

 
When asked a question such as 6 x 6 they have a mental picture of the inside of the front door with 6 x 6 = 36. 

 

This method works very well for lists, rivers in Sussex, Books of the Bible, Kings and Queens of England etc. 

 
Method 6 ‘Practical application’ 

You just cannot beat having to use number facts to solve everyday problems. 

If you are going to the shops to buy 4 ice creams at 36p each ask your children to work this out in their head before 

you get there.  



 

They could double 36p (72p) and double again (144p or £1.44) 

They could say I know that 4 lots of 40p are £1.60 less 4p x 4 (16p) = £1.44 

They could say 4 lots of 30p is £1.20 add 4 lots of 6p (24p) makes £1.44 

And so on…………… 

 

 

Method 7 ‘Spotting patterns’ 

1 x 9 =       9  (9 + 0 = 9) 

2 x 9 =     18  (1 + 8 = 9) 

3 x 9 =     27  (2 + 7 = 9) 

35 x 9 = 315 (3 + 1 + 5 = 9) 

The digits always add up to 9 

 



 

Method 8 ‘ Finger Methods – 9 x tables’ 

If you want to know 4 lots of nine (4 x 9)- 

You place your hands in front of you, fingers spread open, palms towards you. 

Bend the fourth finger over. 

The tens are to the left. (3) 

The units are to the right (1) on this hand plus (5) on the other hand. 

Answer = 36  

 
Children knowing their tables is vital and I hope some of these methods work for you at home. Remember that 

pressure is counterproductive and not all children can memorise facts by heart. Also, we encourage children to use 

what they already know. For example: 

6 x 8 = ? 
‘I know that 5 lots of 8 are 40 so I need to add one more lot of 8 making 48.’ 
Help improve their confidence by crossing out all the facts that they already know on a times table chart, hopefully 

they will be pleasantly surprised! 
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