
Have you ever wondered 

how your child learns? 
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All children and adults learn in different ways. As teachers we try to 

teach children using a variety of learning styles to cater for all 
learners. 

  
Howard Gardner conducted some research into different learning 

styles and claims that we are all intelligent in a variety of ways. 

  
In his research he outlines 9 different Intelligences which are as 

follows:  
 

� Linguistic Intelligence-(word smart) those that are good at 
writing, reading, spoken language and learning languages 

� Logical-mathematical Intelligence– (number smart) those 
that are good at analysing problems logically, carrying out 

mathematical operations and thinking scientifically 
� Musical Intelligence- (music  smart) They will have skills in 

musical performance, composition and can recognise patterns 
in music 

� Bodily-kinaesthetic Intelligence– (body smart)- they will 
enjoy sport and are good at learning by doing things 

� Visual/Spatial Intelligence– (picture smart) they will be good 

at art, reading maps and jigsaws 
� Interpersonal Intelligence– (people smart) they will work 

very well with others in a group and often are good at working 
as part of a team 

� Intrapersonal Intelligence– (me smart) they will understand 
themselves  and know their strengths and weaknesses 

� Naturalist Intelligence– (Nature smart) they will really enjoy 
learning about nature and going outside to be part of it 

� Existential Intelligence– (God smart) they will understand 
that there is a power higher than themselves and will be 

sensitive to spirituality 
  

If you would like to learn more about Multiple Intelligences you can 
research Howard Gardner at the library or by using the internet.  

 

If you would like to do a test to find out which intelligence(s) you or 
your child has then you can complete a questionnaire online. There 

are many tests out there; we have found the best one to be on 
Birmingham Grid for Learning (bgfl) 

  
 



 
Tips to help your child with spelling using a variety of 

learning styles 
 

� Word Smart– get them to write lists, read words, practise writing 
their words out. 

� Number smart– get them to look for patterns in words, can they 
sort the words into groups? Can they find words that don’t fit 

into a group? 
� Music  smart– Can they spell their words out by singing them, 

can they link together words that rhyme, make a rap or poem 
out of them? 

� Body smart– Place the words or letters around the room, and 

they have to run to find them. Can they build the words out of 
Lego or other objects? 

� Picture smart–  Get them to write the words in colour or paint 
them. 

� Nature smart– Hid the words around the garden, can they find 
them? Can they make the words using natural objects? 

  
Thank you for reading this leaflet.   

 
Micki Garner (West Park Inclusion Team)  

  
 

  
 

 


