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Assessment for Learning 
 

Effective Assessment  
 

At West Park C.E. Primary School we believe effective assessment:  
 Offers all children an opportunity to show what they know, understand and can do to 

improve  

 Enables teachers to plan more effectively  
 Helps parents be involved in their children’s progress  

 Provides the school with information to evaluate work and set suitable targets  
 
 

Day to day (Assessment for Learning/ AFL) 
  

Assessment for Learning focuses on where a child is with their learning and where they need 
to be.  This is central to classroom practice and planning. AfL takes place on a daily basis and 
is integral to teaching and learning. Peer and self-assessment is encouraged throughout the 

school.  
 

Children learn best when: 
 they understand clearly what they are learning and what is expected of them 

 they are given effective feedback about the quality of their work ( this could be written 
or verbal) 

 they are given clear advice about how to improve their work 

 they know where to get help if necessary in making these improvements 
 

Teachers use learning objectives and success criteria to ensure children know what they are 
learning and how they can be successful in each task. The learning objective is the purpose of 
the lesson and the success criteria lists the small steps required to be successful. 

 
Over time the children are supported to create their own success criteria. This is likely to be 

linked to their targets. Teachers will refer to objectives, success criteria and targets’ in 
marking to ensure  progress. 
 

Marking 
 

Class work is marked using different coloured pens to help the children identify where they 
have been successful and where they can improve. 
 

 Tickled pink is used to show success 
 Green for Growth is used to show where and how work can be improved 

 
Children reflect on their learning and respond to marking in Purple pen 
 

Children are encouraged and supported to assess their own work against their success criteria 

and also to collaborate with a partner to improve their work. 

This on-going process is formative assessment. 

 

Assessment of Learning 

Assessment of learning involves teachers using a range of assessment evidence they have 

collected to make an overall judgement against national benchmarks. These summative 

assessments are made at specific points of the year. These progress checks will take place 

each half-term. 



Assessment in the Early Years 

During the year the children are assessed against the Development Matters Stages of 

Development. These are used to inform planning and learning opportunities. These stages are 

banded: 

 30-50 months 

 40-60 months 

 Early Learning Goals 

At the end of the school year the children are then assessed against the Early Learning Goals 

using the following descriptions: 

 Emerging (1)- children are working within the 40-60 months band 

 Expected (2)- children are working within the Early Learning Goals 

 Exceeding (3)- children are working above the expectation for children in  the Early 

Years 

Assessment in Years 1-6 

The new National Curriculum was introduced in 2014, Years 1-6 now have a new system for 

recording summative assessment. New learning objectives are now linked to year groups. 

These end of year expectations are included in Parent Information Books. In each year group 

it is the expectation that children in that year group will achieve the objectives for that year 

group. 

There are three stages to achieving the objectives: 

B- child is beginning to work on the objective 

W- child is working within the objective 

S- child is working securely within the objective 

The child will be assessed both at and away from the point of teaching to ensure they can 

independently use their learning.  

At the end of the school year, teachers make a final assessment. This is informed by the 

number of objectives achieved. The following statements are used to inform parents of their 

child’s achievements: 

 Working at greater depth within the expected standard 

 Working at the expected standard  

 Working towards the expected standard 

Informing Parents 

The expectations are significantly more challenging both in complexity and coverage. This 

means that there is no direct comparison between the previous system of levels and the new 

band system. At the start of each half term your child will have updated, specific and 

personalised targets for writing and Maths in their diaries. These are the areas each child 

needs to focus on to ensure good progress.  We also keep parents informed about their 

child’s progress each term: 

Autumn Term-Progress review meetings, specifically reviewing targets 



Spring term-Progress review meetings, specifically reviewing targets 

Summer Term- written report covering all subjects, opportunity to meet Teacher to discuss it 

 

Please also feel confident to make an appointment, through the office, with your child’s class 

teacher if you wish to discuss your child’s progress at any other point in the school year. 

Please do not feel you have to wait for the next formal meeting. You can refer to the end of 

year expectations in your Parent Information book to see what exactly is expected for each 

core subject. 

 


